Backyard Birdhouse

Ac0vity Supplies
• Birdhouse kit
• Screwdriver/power drill
• Screws
• Sandpaper
Ac0vity Instruc0ons
1. Start with front and one side, hold
them so the side piece is behind
the front piece. Using included
screws a>ach the front to the side.
It may be a li>le wobbly but will
get more secure as you add more
pieces
2. Repeat step one with the other
side piece.
3. A>ach Bo>om piece to the front.
4. Lay your birdhouse so that the
front is ﬂat on table. Place the
back down on top of your
assembled pieces so that the edge
of the back is even with the edge
of the bo>om.
5. Use screws to a>ach the back to
the rest of the birdhouse.
6. Stand your birdhouse so that the
bo>om is resKng on the table, set
the roof piece down so that the predrilled holes line up with the sides and front.
7. A>ach Roof.
8. One side should be a>ached only at the top. This side should be able to swing out for
cleaning. If yours doesn’t move, loosen screws unKl it does.
9. If your birdhouse has any sharp or rough edges use the included sandpaper to remove
them.
10. Birds prefer their houses to look natural, if you decide to paint your house make sure
you use colors that camouﬂage the house from predators

Hanging instruc0ons
1. Use enclosed nail or screw to a>ach box to wooden post or fence. You can also hang
your birdhouse from a tree using heavy wire or rope (not included). To prevent
damage to trees do not directly nail/screw into the tree.
2. Use the graphic below for hanging guidelines.

Essen0al Ques0on
1. Why do birds choose to live in birdhouses?
Addi0onal Resources
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology - Nestwatch.org
Audubon for Kids - h>ps://www.audubon.org/get-outside/acKviKes/audubon-for-kids
Outdoor Ac0vity
• Take a nature walk with your family at Lincoln Memorial Garden or through your
neighborhood and make notes of the bird songs you hear and try to idenKfy those calls using
online resources.
• Spend some Kme observing the birds in your backyard. NoKce how they interact with each
other. Do they chase each other? Do diﬀerent species of birds have contact with each other?
What kind of behaviors do the birds have? Do they ﬂy in a certain pa>ern or move in a special
way? You can add your observaKons to your nature journal.
Follow up ques0ons
1. Do you think any birds will nest in your birdhouse? What do you think is the best Kme of
year to ﬁnd birds in your birdhouse (spring or summer, this is the Kme of year most birds
build nests and lay eggs)
2. What are some ways that you can protect your birdhouse and it’s occupants from other
animals such as squirrels, snakes, and raccoons?
3. Do you think the same bird will return to your birdhouse or will it be a diﬀerent bird of the
same species, or a diﬀerent species?

Common Backyard birds

