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Ostermeier Prairie at 25
by Ann Londrigan

Illinois’ first settlers gave it the nickname “The 

Prairie State” for its vast expanse of prairies. In 1820, 

according to the Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources, close to 60 percent of Illinois’ 37 million 

acres were prairie lands. Here in central Illinois, trees 

could only be found in scattered sites called “prairie 

groves” or along waterways. Today, fewer than 2,500 

acres of high quality prairie remain.

So, creating a prairie ecosystem alongside an 

established woodland made sense about 25 years 

ago, as part of the 1993 Plan for the Future of Lincoln 

Memorial Garden. 

The plan involved many longtime Garden 

supporters, board members and community leaders, 

plus a $2 million capital campaign through the year 

2000. Much of the effort centered on rejuvenating 

the original Jens Jensen-designed, 60-acre “Historic 

Garden,” including bridge renovations, a new map 

shelter, interpretive signs, plantings and clearing 

specific areas where trails had been lost. Council Ring 

#8, for example, was so overrun by forest growth that it 

had become hidden from view. 

Grants from the Illinois Environmental Protection 

Agency (IEPA) for erosion control and water filtration 

helped support work on the creeks and ravines 

running throughout the Garden and along East Lake 

Shore Drive, all leading into Lake Springfield. 

The ambitious plan would nearly double the size 

of the Garden over the next 10 to 15 years. It included 

the purchase in 1995 of the 29-acre Ostermeier farm, 

now known as the “Ostermeier Prairie Center,” to 

protect and buffer the Garden, support existing wildlife 

and provide habitat for endangered species.

“Acquiring the Ostermeier land was a big step of 

expansion for the Garden and programs,” says Kent 

Massie of Massie Massie & Associates, consultant for 

the 1993 plan. “There was concern at the time about 

the prairie project taking resources and focus away 

from the Historic Garden.”

A bigger concern, ultimately, was creating a 

natural buffer for the Garden’s fragile ecosystems 

from increasing traffic and plans for residential 

development. It got very political.

Building a prairie
The Ostermeier property was a mid-1800s farm-

stead with two small corn and bean fields, an old barn, 

a two-story home, some sheds and a dried-up pond. 

How to begin transforming it into tallgrass prairie? 

According to Massie, the agricultural land had to 

be treated and burned to get things started. It was the 

pond project—messy as it was with dump trucks,  



Director’s Message
by Joel Horwedel

Well, 2020 has sure proven to be anything but normal! Having to cancel the majority of our annual events 

and fundraisers is not fun.  Thanks to several dedicated volunteers (most notably Cathy Slater, Susan Flanagan, 

Brenda and Mark Allan and Joyce Munie), we were able to hold successful April and May plant sales. These five 

volunteers performed many hours of service to help make the sales possible, and we are very grateful. 

With the cancellation of our summer Ecology Camp program, we are excited to announce that we are 

offering Ecology Camp kits for sale. These kits include fun, nature-related activities that children can enjoy at 

home! See the article below for more information about ordering kits.

Although programming has been canceled and the Nature Center remains closed, we’re pleased to be a place Springfield-area residents 

have been able to go for respite and outdoor recreation. We appreciate that Illinois Times readers recognized the Garden’s role in this unusual 

time by voting us best place for a family outing during quarantine. Thank you!

Construction is underway on our new Accessibility Trail! As of this writing, the walkway is complete, and contractors are working on the 

council half-ring that will become part of our new Nature Center entrance. We are very excited in anticipation of having this project completed 

and we hope to have a formal ribbon-cutting and dedication party when things return to normal.

Looking ahead, however, we are not confident that we will be holding our Fall Festival this year due to the 

pandemic. We are currently in the planning stages for a virtual connection or take-home fun in place of the 

festival. Please bear with us and watch for future updates on this.

          

On a deeply sad note, former LMG Board Member, long time LMG volunteer and Fall Festival vendor Jack 

Anderson passed away on April 20, 2020. Jack volunteered on the LMG Grounds Crew for many years. He 

created unique, hand-crafted furniture that he and his wife Jan sold at our Fall Festival. Jack was a humble, kind 

and generous man who will be forever missed by all of his many friends at the Garden.  
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Ecology Camp Canceled
Ecology Camp Kits Availablefor At-Home Experiences

With great regret, LMG has had to tell 

families that their summers will look different 

this year: out of concern for the safety of 

children and staff, Ecology Camp will not be 

taking place at the Garden. 

However, for the first time, the Garden is 

offering take-home Summer Ecology Camp 

Kits. Each kit includes everything needed to 

complete one activity. The six available activities 

are: 

	 v Nature journal ($6)

	 v Mason bee house ($12)

	 v Wooden birdhouse ($25)

	 v Walking stick ($20)

	 v Toad abode ($15)

	 v Gourd birdhouse ($15)

Kits can be purchased separately or as a full 

set (all six kits for $85). Pickup can be arranged, 

or shipping is available for an additional fee.

Orders can be placed through the website, 

www.lincolnmemorialgarden.org. If you have 

questions about kits or Ecology Camp, or if you 

need to pay for shipping, email Audra Walters 

at audra@lincolnmemorialgarden.org. 

Under these unprecedented circumstances, 

Garden staff have worked diligently to figure 

out the best and safest way to approach 

summer programming. Getting outside is even 

more important now—but so is keeping our 

enjoyment of the outdoors as safe as possible. 

Lincoln Memorial Garden’s trails remain open 

daily, from sunrise to sunset, for the benefit 

of the general public, including families with 

children.   Bug hotels support beneficial and pollinating insects such as 
the solitary mason bee and ladybug beetles. Photo and bug 
hotel by Kathy Wright.
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track hoes and a purposely broken dam to 

rebuild—that gave the prairie its blueprint.

“We got a grant to help do the pond,” 

recalls Massie. “It was drained and dug out and 

became the fill material for the prairie. It all had 

to dry out for a year before it was shaped and 

mounded.” 

The plan called for winding trails inside 

and along the border, restoration of a historic 

hedge row and development of a high point in 

the center where the two fields come together to 

serve as a lookout. 

A grant from the Illinois Department of 

Natural Resources funded the professional 

planting of the prairie with a mix of native 

grasses and forbs, including wildflowers. This 

expanse of prairie was designed to complement 

the smaller patches of prairie in the Historic 

Garden, which Jensen designed as more meadow 

than tallgrass prairie, according to Massie.

Additional grants funded the trail around 

the pond, observation decks and boardwalks.

Adds Massie: “The serpentine route of 

the trails was designed so you can take school 

groups out into the middle of the field to 

experience the Illinois prairie, where you 

couldn’t see anything but tallgrass and sky, the 

way most of Illinois looked at one time.”

A few setbacks 
Like scenes in the popular documentary 

“The Biggest Little Farm,” wildlife can take over 

what you’re trying to create in nature.

Massie recalls the story of rebuilding the 

pond with grant-funded native plant species for 

bank stabilization and wildlife habitat.

“We had volunteer days to plant the 

pond, student EPA interns helping us, and all 

these trays of expensive aquatic plants,” says 

Massie. “The geese came along and ate it like a 

smorgasbord. That was a nightmare keeping the 

animals away.”

Invasive species are another battleground.

Says Joel Horwedel, executive director of 

the Garden since 2013: “Early in my tenure we 

realized that we had lespedeza in the prairie, and 

we started the process of trying to eliminate it.” 

Lespedeza striata (bush clover, pictured 

below), like many invasive species, can 

overcome traditional prairie plants. Mowing, 

controlled burns and spot application of weed 

killer are tools used in this battle, which can 

take 10 years or more.  

Plan for the Future of Lincoln Memorial Garden, presented to the city of Springfield and Sangamon County in the spring of 1993. 
The plan was updated in 2001.

Left: Prairie in bloom with tall grass. Photo by 
Ann Londrigan.

Below: Mowing helps control invasive 
species. Photo by Larry Miller.

He adds: “It’s a lengthy process that we are 

still in the middle of, but you can now see a 

better balance of flowers and grasses.” 

A place to learn
Environmental education has been a core 

mission of Lincoln Memorial Garden since its 

creation in the 1930s. The Ostermeier Prairie 
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Center has become a hub for learning about the 

prairie ecosystem.

“Just like a tract of forested timber is 

important, so are grassland prairies,” says 

Horwedel. “The deep-rooted prairie plants help 

control soil erosion and offer a sea of pollen-

rich plants for our many pollinators. In turn, 

the insects attract birds and other animals who 

thrive in this habitat.”

“It has become a well-established prairie 

with nice species diversity,” he adds.

The Native Wildflower Demonstration 

Garden, completed in 2012, advances this 

education mission. It was built by Master 

Gardener and Master Naturalist volunteers 

with the University of Illinois Extension Logan/

Menard/Sangamon in partnership with Lincoln 

Memorial Garden. Visitors can learn about native 

wildflowers and grasses that thrive in full sun 

and do not require a lot of water or fertilizer.  

Native Wildflower Demonstration Garden. Photo by Ann 
Londrigan.

Remembering 
Rebecca Wilson

As an SSU Environmental Science intern in 

1990, Kay Herbst Helms remembers Rebecca 

Wilson, Lincoln Memorial Garden’s former 

naturalist/educator who passed on April 6, 

2020. “Her best talent was story telling. She 

would weave a wonderful story about a plant 

and then have each child look closely at the 

plant to see. Oohs and aahs were always 

forthcoming, as well as questions, which she 

answered in ways the child could understand.”

She shares Becky’s writing about the prairie:

Prairie Storm     
by Rebecca Wilson

God’s Prairie Land, my home.

Living is slower here, more relaxed.

Yet not too far away are the hectic scrambles 

and confusions of crowded cities.

The topography is beautiful, if one can make 

peace with flat, unobstructed land that spans 

forever.  …And the sky, a spatial assault that 

cannot be hidden or interrupted by towering 

mountains or giant skyscrapers.    

The prairie, a territory of extremes, always open, 

never closed to possibilities and imaginings.

The rural prairie is limitless farmland, where 

the red-winged blackbird’s song is carried from 

your place clear down to mine.  It’s a simple 

country road that celebrates life by throwing 

rolling clouds of dust on dry hedgerows 

each time my truck passes.

Prairie nights. So still and soft. 

Warm black velvet. 

Just as countless stars wash my vision, 

a sudden, dull light pulses from the west.

Heat lightning. Humid air begins to stir, 

and corn stalks speak in rhythmic clatters.

First one stalk rattles, then one hundred 

thousand, it seems.

Suddenly, miles of corn are applauding the 

dancing stars. Motion intensifies as the 

rising wind carries the lightning closer. 

The air is electric, angry and bright now, 

slicing its way through the velvet above. 

Tree branches, twigs and dust swirl and unite, 

joining the corn stalks in a rising ovation.  

A primitive fear tells me to flee. Yet, I remain 

outside, mesmerized in the open turbulence.  

Rushes of wind seem to rule the prairie, 

until lightning strikes its silver blades and 

overpowers all. The stars have run away.  

A deep rumble shakes the earth. Rain pursues 

the lightning, hits the ground and explodes 

upward, as if making a valiant attempt to rid 

itself of wind. The falling water is deafening. 

It blinds, as it conquers the dust and electric air.  

All nature is noise. 

Then, a sudden silence. 

A soft sigh is heard. 

A prairie morning, at last. 

Creation glistens, ironically content from the 

night’s troubled events.
Says Horwedel: “Prairies are an amazing 

habitat hub. They provide food and shelter to a 

vast array of birds and insects, many of which 

are threatened due to the loss of so much 

prairie habitat.” 

“It remains one of the best places where 

the public can go to see the prairie in this part 

of the state,” says Massie. “People can walk 

down its paths and experience and learn from 

the programs offered by the Garden. It’s a 

landscape Lincoln would have experienced.” 

He adds: “The 1993 plan took a big step 

for the Garden to become a regional nature 

education center.” 
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At-home Art Contest Winners Announced
by Kathy Wright

Ages 3-5
 Winner: Aarya Patel, age 4—“Colorful Butterflies Enjoying the Blooming Flowers” 

 Honorable Mention: Timothy Beyer, age 5 — “Birds of the Garden”

Ages 6-9
 Winner: Cecilia Beyer, age 8—“A Colorful Fall Hike and Acorns on the Trail”

 Honorable Mention: Will Brumleve, age 9—“Walgreen Bridge”

Ages 10-15
 Winner: Samantha Shankland, age 12—“A Field Trip to Lincoln Memorial Garden During 

 Maple Syrup Tapping Season” 

 Honorable Mention: Ashleigh Miller, age 15—“Abraham Lincoln: Inspired by a Painting of 

 Him at the Garden Entrance” 

Teen 16-19
 Winner: Emily Holtrop, age 16—“Blooming Redbuds and Council Ring”

Senior
 Winner: Rosemary Buffington—“A Scene on the West Side of the Garden near Lake Springfield”

 Honorable Mention: Mary Corrigan Stjern—“Blooming Redbud Reflections” 

 Honorable Mention: Mary Lou Hicks—“Spring at Lincoln Memorial Garden When the 

 Vibrant Flowering Dogwoods and Redbuds are Showcased Against All that Fresh New Greenery” 

Inspired to recreate their favorite outdoor 

scenes during a memorably different spring, 

artists submitted 60 entries to the Lincoln 

Memorial Garden at-home art contest. 

Congratulations to the winners (listed below)!

“The idea for the contest came about after 

the COVID-19 shelter-at-home order was 

issued. It was our way to inspire Sangamon 

County youth, teens and seniors to spend some 

of their free time reflecting on memorable 

aspects of the Garden,” says Cathy Slater, 

President of the LMG Foundation. “Some artists 

chose to illustrate an event they attended, 

while others focused on a bird or mammal or 

insect that they have seen at the Garden. Others 

illustrated a favorite spot in the Garden, or a 

season that they especially enjoy.”

Joel Horwedel, the Garden’s Executive 

Director and one of the judges, says “one of 

the best parts of judging the submissions was 

reading the narratives the artists submitted, 

which provided insights to the inspiration 

for the art. It was truly heart-warming reading 

about the memories that have been created 

at the Garden, especially the memories of the 

youngsters who have a lifetime of Garden 

memories ahead of them.”

Other judges included Education Director 

Audra Walters, board members Ann Londrigan 

and Lori Reardon and Christine Ramirez-

Campbell, President of the Springfield Civic 

Garden Club.

“Viewing each of the entries, I experienced 

the Garden from the viewpoint of each artist, 

and I was reminded that the Garden has been 

an iconic symbol of the community for nearly 

90 years,” says Horwedel.

Emily Holtrop, age 16, and winner of the 

teen category with a scene including a council 

ring surrounded by blooming redbud trees, 

captured the intent of the contest perfectly 

when she said, “this year there is a lot of 

uncertainty due to our current world situation, 

but the good news is that we are using this time 

to recognize the beauty of small moments. The 

buds on a tree symbolize our hope for better 

times ahead.”

A display of the entries will be scheduled 

once the Nature Center reopens and will be 

announced at www.LincolnMemorialGarden.

org and on the Garden’s Facebook 

page  (https://www.facebook.com/

lincolnmemorialgarden). The winning entries 

are shown at the right. 

Aarya Patel, age 4

Cecilia Beyer, age 8

Samantha Shankland 
age 12

Emily Holtrop 
age 16

Rosemary Buffington
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Thank You, to Our Many Supporters!

Annual Fund Donors
Steve Davis and Janet Hawes-Davis
Michael and Carol Diedrichson
Pat and Randy Erford
Linda and Mark Flotow
Daniel and Sherry Frachey
Ron and Marie Havens
Stefan and Natalia Kozak
Greg and Kari Lutchka
Linda K. Mabus
Barbara and Matthew Maddox
Richard and Hannah McDaniel
H. R. McLane
Patrick Nudo
David and Barbara Peterson
Ernest and Ruth Poani
Margene Reif
Nyle Robinson
Russell and Sharon Ruda
Susan Soler
JoAnne Willard

Thank you to all who 
have given to support 
the Garden through 
COVID-19

Allied Plumbing and Heating
Mary Jo Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. August Appleton
Scott and Colleen Germeraad
Vivian Bennett-Held
Sarah Beuning
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Brewer
Deborah S. Bruce
Maggie and Bob Carson
James and Kay Caruso
Melanie and Don Caspary
Mark and Bonnie Cutler
Bob and Carol Dyson
George T. and Phyllis Fairchild
Thomas Faller
David and Laurie Farrell
Leann Fox
Randy and Kathy Germeraad
Scott and Colleen Germeraad
Shannon Gibson
Susan Gleason
Angie and Susan Gum-Miller
Audrie and Robb Haag
Lou Hagele
Tom and Jeanne Handy

Mary Hedlund
Ruth and Dave Hicks
Donna and Michael Holinga
Nancy Hunter
Ryan Jensen
Andy Jones
Glenn and Jan Jones
J. Patrick and Janice M. Joyce
Scott and Julie Kaiser
Michael and Sandra Kennedy
Marilyn Kennedy
Susan G. Kessler
Nicholas Klobuchar
David Kolaz
Jill A. Krippel
Sharon and John Kwedar
Jill Leka
Anita Lengacher
Colin and Melissa Liberman
Sue Lohrenz
Kenneth Lowe
Geneva Manus
John Martina
Kent and Sue Massie
Tara J. McAndrew
Cheryl L. McCue
Norma and Doug McFarlan
Vicki McRell
Therese M. Meyer-Cox
Jean Ann Mies
Ryan Mobley
Debbie Muller
Vivian Najim
Kathleen O’Bryen
Greg and Kathy Park
Jim and Sherry Park
Kristie Parkins
Sandy and Claudio Pecori
Dr. Mary Ann Rackauskas
Karen Sue Rogers
Margaret Ross-Jones
Steph Ruscin
Cathy Schmidt and Kay Vetter
Fran Sehring
Karen Schnell
Noel Scott
Anne Scrivner
Jack Shook
Paula R. Shotwell
Nancy Schrenk
Dr. and Mrs. Alan J. Stutz
Michael and Margaret Sudholt
Megan and Greg Swanson

Reflection: In Time of Crisis,  
Family Seeks Solace in the Garden
by Katharine P. Eastvold

We could tell he was looking at us from across the meadow. As my 

four children began clambering down the large tree near the Redbud 

Trail, he moved to the path but stayed on the far side of it, watching 

and waiting. My kids hit the ground and ran down the trail to the lake 

at breakneck speed. Only then did the younger boy cross the wood-

chipped path and begin to climb the tree we’d just left.

At any other time, it would be highly unusual to see kids politely 

taking turns climbing a perfectly spacious tree. Even childhood hijinks 

must yield to public health precautions these days. But as we plunged 

down to the lake and then up into the cool woods again, the familiar 

and comforting overwhelmed the new and jarring. 

A deer paused to evaluate our intentions and then, satisfied, 

resumed her munching.

Geese flew overhead. 

We reached the stream trickling down to the lake, and my kids 

jumped over it in turn, the littlest one falling short and splattering mud 

on herself. They walked back over on rocks, arms out for balance. I 

snapped a picture and then closed my eyes and listened to the sounds 

around me, felt the welcome warmth of the returning sun.

Spring is my favorite season at Lincoln Memorial Garden. The sap 

begins to flow, new birds appear, and finally nature makes good on all 

its promises as the trees leaf, wildflowers bloom and temperatures rise. 

Ironically, as if to spite the virus wreaking havoc in our human lives, this 

year’s spring was perhaps the most beautiful, the most utterly luxuriant 

I’ve ever seen. Or maybe I was just paying more attention.

Either way, being able to hit the trails in the Garden—even with the 

Nature Center closed and in-person programs canceled—has soothed 

my and children’s anxiety like nothing else. Our routines have been 

upended, our plans canceled, our support systems set at a distance and 

made subject to the whims of an internet connection. As a society in 

crisis, we’ve been thrust into fight-or-flight mode, performing triage on 

our own or our neighbors’ short-term needs, with no time or space or 

capacity to gather, even to mourn our dead. That nature calmly exists 

in this beautiful place a few miles from the city—caring little for the 

microscopic invader that has changed our lives, but simply responding as 

always to the lengthening days—is a powerful balm to the human soul.

Of course, we miss being able to congregate with other families 

at the Garden or hike with my kids’ Scout troops. My children will 

definitely miss Ecology Camp. It’s disappointing not to be able to 

pop by the Nature Center to buy a gift at the Split Rail Shop or ask 

a volunteer what kind of birds those are out on the water. But the 

majesty of the trails, the trees and the great stone council rings endures. 

Generations from its founding, this place still offers respite and grace 

to a world greatly altered in the past 80 years and changing with cruel 

rapidity over the past four months. It only goes to show that when you 

plant a garden, you never know what good purpose it may serve. 
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Memorials
To the following individuals who have 

chosen to honor the memory of a loved one 

with a gift to Lincoln Memorial Garden, we say 

thank you.

The following donors gave in memory 
of Bill Donels:
v Margaret Ackerman
v Dick and Helen Adorjan
v Mary Beaumont
v Michael and Meise Fahsl
v Jon and Sandra Hockenyos
v Kathy Hoffmann
v Gary and Maureen Kleven
v Julie Krehbiel
v Kent and Sue Massie
v Bill and Barbara Rogers
v Jennifer Skufca and Joel Horwedel

v Karen Witter

Bob Naugle gave in memory of Dean Naugle.

The following donors gave in memory 
of Edith Glosecki:
v Ralph and Karen Barr
v Kenneth and Michelle Campbell
v Paul and Jackie Carey
v James and Kay Caruso
v Kathy Handy
v Mary and Tom Hayes
v Jon and Sandra Hockenyos
v David and Helen Langston
v Diana Lew
v Ellen McIntyre
v Nancy Miller-Juhos

Lincoln Memorial Garden 
Mission

The mission of Lincoln Memorial 
Garden is to honor the memory  

of Abraham Lincoln through 
re-creation of the native landscape
he would have known, and to serve 

as a place to find inspiration in 
the changing seasons, learn 

stewardship of the environment
and explore the relationship 

among plants, wildlife, water, soil, 
and sunlight in an atmosphere

of peace and beauty.

v Donna Povse
v R. Phillip Reed
v Eve Siebert
v Donna Spencer
v Ron and Ann Tucker

v Stanley and Mary Jo Wasser

Richard and Carolyn Berning donated to the 
Garden in memory of Frank Kopecky.

The following donors gave in memory 
of Gaile Phillips:
v Kenneth and Sandra Bohlen
v Dan and Judy Dees
v Gary and Jan Dennison
v Shirley Harrold
v Island Bay Yacht Club
v Kerber, Eck & Braeckel
v Dorothy King
v Elizabeth Kloppenburg
v Mary and Steven Kunshek
v Juanita Lanham

v Dennis Rendleman and Barbara Shelow

The following donors gave in memory 
of Jack Anderson:
v Dick and Helen Adorjan
v Susan and Doug Flanagan
v James and Susan Helm
v Bill and Barbara Rogers
v Ada Lynn Shrewsbury
v Jennifer Skufca and Joel Horwedel

v Cathy and Doug Slater

Marcia and Bruce Bagg made a contribution in 
memory of Rosemary King.

The following donors gave in memory  
of Rosemary Wilkin:
v Robert and Mary Ellen Fieseler
v Bill and Carol Hunt
v Stephanie Thomas
v Karen Winterrowd

v Steve and Kim Zaubi

George T. and Phyllis Fairchild donated in 
memory of Sherry Betsill.

In memory of Mary Schnirring, Octavia Casper 
made a donation to the Garden.

Paul and Jackie Carey gave in memory of 
William and Mary Schnirring.

New MembersNew Members

Neil Calderon

Dan and Sherry Frachey

Sarah Hartwick

Kandice Kent

Nicholas and Audrey Kondelis

Stacey Lehl

Linda McCord

Kibber and John Miller

Michael A. Pick

Paige Ruyle

Kathy A. Schneller

Steven Simpson-Black

Cydney Walter

William Walter

Carol Weller

Lori Yates

Gretchen Tucka
Lisa Udel
Julia Ushman-Peterson
Jan E. Von Qualen
Anne Murphy Watson
Robert and Karen Westbrook
Judy Wheaton
Wild Birds Unlimited
Tom and Cyndee Wilkin
Joy Wolfe
Barry and Theresa Wood
Debbie K. Yeaman
Beth Young
Christine Zeman
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