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Retirement of the Garden’s 
friendly ambassador, 
Larry Miller 
by Kathy Andrews Wright

For nearly 28 years, visitors to Lincoln Memorial 

Garden have been greeted by the friendly, moustache-

topped smile of Larry Miller. Recently Larry announced 

his intent to retire on May 31, 2022. He felt it was his 

duty—a concept with great meaning to Larry, who 

served in the U.S. Marines—to provide the Board 

sufficient time to ensure the continuity of care for the 

Garden. 

“There have been many storied individuals 

throughout the history of the Garden, and Larry Miller 

is no exception,” said Lincoln Memorial Garden 

Executive Director Joel Horwedel. “His passion and 

dedication to the Garden rival that of those that 

came before him, and like them, he will never be 

forgotten. He has been a pleasure to work with, and he 

will be missed greatly by the staff and volunteers.”

Regardless of where you encounter him, Larry’s 

enthusiasm and passion for the Garden are evident. 

You may pass him on the trail as he spreads wood 

chips or have the opportunity to discuss native plants 

with him during the annual wildflower sales. Pausing 

to soak up the aroma emanating from the pavilion on 

your way to the annual Pancake and Sausage Breakfast, 

you undoubtedly have watched him supervise the 

infamous sausage cooking station. Or under that same 

pavilion, he may have provided you with a taste of 

home-cooked maple syrup at the close of a tapping 

demonstration. Trail hikes on which he recounts the 

Garden’s history or narrates its botanical communities 

are a particular treat. His quick wit, jubilant personality 

and sense of humor are woven into everything he does.

“Larry’s nearly 30 years 
with the Garden have not been a job. 

The Garden is Larry’s passion.”
—Tom Wilkin

“While Larry’s official title is Head Gardener, I tend 

to think of him as the Garden’s Friendly Ambassador,” 

noted Cathy Slater, Garden Board President. “As a 

volunteer, I have witnessed the value and respect he 



Director’s message
by Joel Horwedel

Things have finally started to return to normal at Lincoln 

Memorial Garden!

We reopened the Nature Center to the public at the 

beginning of May, and it has been great to see some familiar 

faces stroll through again.

LMG now has a “Story Walk” installed along our new 

accessible trail. This fun installment includes 16 signs that tell a new story each month.  

The Split Rail gift shop has recently been restocked, and I encourage everyone to come 

check out the current story and do a little shopping!  

In June we welcomed our newest team member, Marissa Jones, to the LMG family. 

You can read more about Marissa in the article below.  

We are planning on holding our Fall Harvest Festival without restrictions this year. 

Please mark your calendars for October 9–10, and watch our Facebook and website for 

more information later this summer.  

We will hold our photo contest in conjunction with the Fall Festival again, and I 

encourage all of our photographers to submit their Garden photos by the August 27 

deadline.  

I hope everyone has a great summer, and I hope to see you in the Garden! 
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Meet the Staff: Marissa Jones, 
Apprentice Gardener

by Kathy Andrews Wright

A new face joined the Lincoln Memorial Garden staff on June 14, 

2021, when Marissa Jones stepped into the role of Apprentice Gardener 

in order to shadow Head Gardener Larry Miller for the year preceding 

his May 31, 2022, retirement.

After spending even a few minutes with Marissa, you understand that she shares Larry’s 

infectious passion for the Garden—and nature in general.

Hailing from Girard, Marissa grew up on a cattle farm that has been in her family since 

1936. There, she developed manual skills useful at the Garden. It was her grandfather who largely 

influenced her environmental background and love of the outdoors. To this day, they challenge 

each other with environmental trivia, and her grandfather delights in the moments he can stump 

Marissa, especially on the scientific names of trees. 

It was an experience with her mother, aunts and cousin that drove her to declare a major in 

Environmental Studies at the University of Illinois Springfield (UIS).

“Visiting South Carolina just weeks before starting college, I was able to watch sea turtle 

nestlings boil out of their nest, unapologetically crawling over each other as they made their way to 

the ocean,” she recalled.

While an undergraduate at UIS, Marissa served as the campus sustainability projects 

coordinator, building programs and awareness across the campus for numerous green actions. 

Within a few short years, campus-wide recycling programs have developed, and the campus has 

bike changing stations, solar charging stations, green parking spaces, hands-free water bottle filling 

stations and a rainwater catchment system for the campus community garden.

Marissa continued her education at UIS, 

pursuing a Master of Science degree in Environ-

mental Science with a concentration in Planning 

and Management. She also earned a certificate in 

Geographical Information Systems (GIS).

Marissa has great plans for putting that GIS 

certificate to good use at the Garden.

“I would like to use my GIS skills to create 

interactive maps of the Garden,” she noted. 

“An inventory of the trees will be beneficial, as 

we can then compare the existing Garden with 

the design developed by Jens Jensen. Knowing 

what trees are diseased or have died, we can 

develop a plan for revitalizing the landscape 

according to the original plan.”

GIS maps can also document the locations 

of memorial benches and trees, and seasonal 

species maps can help guide visitors to spots 

where they can witness spectacular spring 

wildflowers and fall color vistas.

As part of her Master’s program, Marissa 

was a UIS Graduate Public Service Intern, 

working for the Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources on the Natural Heritage Database. 

Her capstone project involved estimating 

the population of the Illinois-threatened 

mudpuppy in the Sangamon River at Robert 

Allerton Park for the Illinois Natural History 

Survey. Over two three-week sampling periods 

in December and March, 36 new individuals 

were captured and marked, and one marked 

individual was recaptured. 

She described a memorable trap day 

when the river rose six feet after a significant 

rain event: “In a single day we captured 12 

mudpuppies, leading us to hypothesize that 

the increased water flow rates stir up the food 

and result in a feeding frenzy and significant 

increase in captures.”

That background also has Marissa 

considering some research at the Garden. 

“I would like to inventory the site for gray 

treefrogs, a species listed in the Illinois Wildlife 

Action Plan as a Species of Greatest Need of 

Conservation,” she explained. “PVC traps are 

affordable and easy to maintain and not only 

could we learn about treefrogs, but we can 

assess the health of the woodland.”

As Marissa prepares to formally join the 

Garden’s staff, the fervor she has for her new 

job is evident.
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LARRY MILLER — cont’d from page 1

places on volunteers, and I have admired the 

teachable moments he takes advantage of 

while directing their labors. Larry is a natural 

educator.”

“Larry is the heart and soul of the Garden,” 

said Tom Wilken, former Board President and 

a member of the Volunteer Grounds Crew. 

“He truly gets the spirit of Jens Jensen and the 

original intent of the women who founded the 

Garden more than 90 years ago.” 

Wilkin explained that while Larry’s 

mission has been to maintain the integrity of 

the original plan, he has brought a wealth of 

knowledge, extraordinary landscaping skills 

and the level of biology and science necessary 

to maintain the Garden under circumstances—

such as the threat of invasive species—unheard 

of during the Jensen era. 

“Larry’s nearly 30 years with the Garden 

have not been a job,” Wilkin noted. “The 

Garden is Larry’s passion.” 

“I can’t imagine working under a better mentor than Larry Miller,” she said. “Larry is such a 

well-known and respected face around the Garden and I appreciate the opportunity to spend a year 

with him, tapping into his wealth of knowledge. Larry has set the bar high, and I am confident he 

will motivate me to continue his legacy with Lincoln Memorial Garden.” 

Marissa Jones will be job-shadowing Larry Miller for the next year until his retirement in 2022. Photo by Kathy Andrews Wright

New MembersNew Members

Gail Austin

Candace Burns

Laurie M. Conkey

Rex Gradeless

Sarah Gutierrez-Groth

Kristine K. Lecocq

Lynn Moore

Ascha Nickell

Kate Siebenaler

Libby Spengler

Lawra Vanderhoof

William Walter

Callie Wood

Save the date
Join us for the Ribbon-Cutting Celebration of the new Accessibility Trail and Nature Center 

Entryway on August 28th at 4 p.m. (rain-date August 29th). Refreshments, music, and LMG 

fellowship provided. The new LMG “Secret Sale” will follow at 4:30. 

Photo by Ann Londrigan
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About those rocks and boulders…
by Ann Londrigan

In his 1936 design for Lincoln Memorial 

Garden, landscape architect Jens Jensen had 

originally picked out Wisconsin boulders for 

the entrance. However, these proved too heavy 

to transport. It was Garden founder Harriet 

Knudson who located the granite boulders 

featured prominently at the Lincoln Memorial 

Garden entrance. They came from Missouri’s 

oldest quarry, located in Graniteville, just 

outside what is now Elephant Rocks State Park. 

When Harriet inquired after the boulders with 

the A.J. Sheahan Granite Company, the owner 

donated them to her outright, writing to her, 

“We have been selling these boulders, but for a 

good cause like this, we will give them to you.” 

You may also have noticed a large, round 

stone along the path from the entrance to the 

Nature Center. 

Included in Jens Jensen’s March 1936 

Planting Plan for the Garden, this stone is 

labeled as the “missing stone from Court House 

pillar (old State House).” According to the 

Garden’s 1992 application for the National 

Registry of Historic Places “Jensen did include 

one unusual focal point in his plan, a huge 

circular piece of limestone near the main 

entrance. Legend has it that it was cut at the 

quarry at Sugar Creek in 1837 and destined 

to be part of a pillar for the (now) Old State 

Capital [sic]. It was ‘left along the roadside’ 

when the wagon became mired down; it was 

placed on site in 1936 and is another reminder 

of Lincoln’s days.” 

The cornerstone of the Old State Capitol 

was laid on July 4, 1837, and the building was 

completed in 1853. Prior to its construction, 

—continued on next page

Above: Trucks from Graniteville, Missouri, delivering the boulders at the entrance of Lincoln Memorial Garden. Below: An early photo 
of the LMG entrance shows the boulders in the foreground and the limestone pillar segment set back a short distance (circled).
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Book group brings together 
love of nature, love of reading
by Cathy Slater

A variety of treatments 

of nature in the written 

word have kept the Nature 

Book Group reading, 

learning and sharing for 

nine years. In 2012, Lincoln 

Memorial Garden member 

Peggy Boyer Long invited all 

nature-lovers to join this group. 

Members share their thoughts 

on animal studies, biographies, 

histories and more on the 

third Thursday morning of 

each month (except August) 

at LMG’s Nature Center or in the 

Adams Wildlife Sanctuary library 

from 10 to 11 a.m. Many of the group’s gently used books are available at a special price in the Split 

Rail Shop. Please join us! Contact Mary Grundel at jgrundel@sbcglobal.net or (217) 793-3092 

for more information.  

Illinois’ seat of government was located in 

Vandalia; before that, its legislature met in 

Kaskaskia in a two-story brick building the 

state rented for $4 per day. Work on the current 

Illinois Capitol—in Springfield about four 

blocks from its predecessor—began in 1867 

and was completed in 1888, with the General 

Assembly moving in (in 1876) while it was still 

unfinished. 

For decades, the limestone pillar column segment has proven 
to be a curiosity to Garden visitors, like these students relaxing 
after a hike in 2019.

A sampling of a few of our favorite books . . . 

Memorials
To the following individuals who have 

chosen to honor the memory of a loved one 

with a gift to Lincoln Memorial Garden, we say 

thank you.

The following donors gave in memory 
of Charlie Van Valkenburg:

v Carolyn and Michael Bowers

v Michael Bowers

v Michael and Judy Delaney

Carol Corgan and Jill Grove donated a 

memorial bench in memory of Candice Kane.

Joy Wilson sponsored a memorial tree in 

memory of Rebecca Wilson.

Thank You to our many supporters!

Annual Fund Donors

Alpha Delta Kappa Illinois Chapter

Sue and Steve Arnish

Liz Bishop

Jeff Cochran

Ryan Cochran

Michael and Carol Diedrichsen

Kathleen and Jim Faloon

Melvin and Cheryl Hamman

Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Hammel

Ron and Marie Havens

Robert and Berta Kay

Scott and Karen Kirk

Melinda and Pete LaBarre

Barbara and Matthew Maddox

Marlene and Scott Mulford

Jerry and Mary Parsons

David and Barbara Peterson

Samantha Reif

Russell and Sharon Ruda

James and Donna Russell

Ann Thompson

Janice Vanderveen

Karen Wilton

Peter and Cheryl Wise

Barry and Theresa Wood

Cydney Walter

Children’s Garden Donors

Carol Corgan and Jill Grove in 

      memory of Candice Kane

Deerpath Garden Club
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Popular LMG Photo Contest returns after participation soared last year
by Katharine P. Roberts

During our pandemic year, we did a lot less of many things: eating in restaurants, traveling, seeing friends and family. One thing we apparently did 

a lot more of was taking pictures of nature. Entries in the annual Lincoln Memorial Garden Photo Contest more than tripled between 2019 and 2020, 

from 185 to 465! Many of you found solace and inspiration in the Garden during a stressful, grief-filled time, and much to the delight of everyone who 

viewed them, you documented what you saw there in beautiful and fascinating photographs.

Now, it’s time to do it again! 

The 2021 LMG Photo Contest is open now; the deadline to submit your photographs is August 

27. Pictures may be submitted via email to photocontest@lincolnmemorialgarden.org.  

Each participant may enter up to 10 photographs.

This year’s contest will feature two age categories—adult (16 and older) and juvenile (15 and 

younger)—and four thematic classifications:

	 v Living Creatures
	 v Botanicals
	 v Landscapes
	 v Celebrating Life at Lincoln Memorial Garden (photos of people in the Garden)

Each photo must be entered in one of these four topical categories. “Best of Show” (which 

comes not only with bragging rights, but with a $50 prize) will be awarded to two photos in each 

category: one from adult entrants and one from competitors aged 15 and younger. An additional 

$50 prize will go to the “People’s Choice” award winner chosen by attendees at the Fall Harvest 

Festival from among the eight “Best of Show” winners.

Additional rules and detailed instructions on submitting your contest entries can be found on 

the Garden’s website, www.lincolnmemorialgarden.org.  
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5 reasons to plant natives in your home garden
by Ann Londrigan

What’s the big deal about native plants?  

Ask any horticulture expert or Master Gardener, 

and they will go on about them—for good 

reason.

“Plant species that grow where they 

originally evolved or occurred are called 

‘native,’” explains Cathy Slater, a volunteer 

Master Gardener with the University of Illinois 

Extension and president of the Abraham Lincoln 

Memorial Garden Foundation. “Native plants 

are best suited to a geographic area and provide 

habitat and ecological benefits to wildlife, plants 

and pollinators living in that area.”

Garden founder Harriet Knudson knew 

about the benefits of native plants. She started 

the Springfield Civic Garden Club and was 

very active with the Garden Clubs of Illinois. 

In the 1930s, armed with her knowledge and 

connections, Harriet pursued her vision for 

Lincoln Memorial Garden: to transform a vast, 

wild field at the edges of a new lake into a 

native woodland landscape. This garden would 

feature plants and trees native to the states 

where Abraham Lincoln once lived, including 

Illinois, nearby Indiana and his birthplace, 

Kentucky. 

That’s why we see a towering white oak 

grove, featuring Illinois’ state tree, leading to the 

Lincoln council ring, as well as a photographer’s 

favorite, the Cypress Grove jutting out into 

Lake Springfield. Our U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) Hardiness Zone 6 is at the 

northernmost reach for the native bald cypress 

tree. It was included in the Garden’s master plan 

for its beauty and to teach generations to come 

about native species.

Are there non-natives in Lincoln Memorial 

Garden? Yes, there are many. Over time, non-

native species move in, as seeds arrive on the 

wind or are brought in by visiting wildlife, 

birds, bees and other pollinators. Humans 

have introduced non-natives—sometimes by 

accident and sometimes with good intentions. 

The invasive sericia lespedza, for example, 

creeped in en masse from nearby farm fields, 

and the battle to eradicate it from the Historic 

Garden and Ostermeier Prairie is now in year 

eight of at least a decade or more of work 

through carefully controlled burns and spot 

treatments.

Naysayers may believe the native plants 

bloom too briefly or are too wild-looking, not 

showy or large enough to be featured in a home 

garden. 

Here are five good reasons to mix some 

native plants into your home garden this year:

 Native plants are good for pollinators. They 

provide food and habitat for birds, as well 

as butterflies and other insects. Think about 

adding a small pollinator garden to your 

home landscape and do your part for the 

environment. It can be a fun, educational 

project for the whole family to research 

the plants and identify and build the area. 

Then, track which butterflies and insects 

come to visit. 

 Once established, Illinois native flowers 

and grasses thrive in our summer heat, 

requiring less water and fertilizer (chemical 

or organic). They have adapted to our 

harsh winters and naturally tolerate these 

conditions.

 Deep-rooted native plants and grasses soak 

up water, providing a natural, effective way 

to control erosion and stormwater runoff. 

Whether in an urban area, neighborhood 

or backyard, natives can do this job well 

while improving water and soil quality, and 

they sure look a lot prettier than concrete.

 

 Native plants are “perennials,” which 

means they grow back year after year. This 

can be beneficial to the pocketbook.

 Introducing native plants to a home land-

scape can encourage plant diversity and, on 

a small scale, help the environment. 

Want to learn more about native plants? 

Below are some good resources. You can 

also visit the Native Wildflower Garden 

at Ostermeier Prairie Center. This native 

demonstration garden is registered by Monarch 

Watch as an official Monarch Waystation, 

providing milkweed, nectar sources and shelter 

to sustain monarch butterflies as they migrate 

through North America. It is a project of the 

University of Illinois Extension Logan/Menard/

Sangamon Unit Master Naturalists and Master 

Gardener volunteers in partnership with 

Lincoln Memorial Garden. 

Learn more: 
University of Illinois Extension: https://extension.illinois.edu/selecting-native-plants
Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources: https://www2.illinois.gov/dnr/education/Pages/FYGMain.aspx
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture Illinois Native Plant Guide: https://www.blogs.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/il/plantsanimals/?cid=nrcs141p2_030722
National Wildlife Foundation Native Plant Finder: http://nwf.org/nativeplantfinder
Doug Tallamy, Nature’s Best Hope: A New Approach to Conservation that Starts in Your Yard

Photo by Virginia Scott
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Ribbon-Cutting Celebration for the new 
Accessibility Trail and Nature Center Entry:
 AuGust 28  |  4 p.m.

Fabulous Fourth Friday Family Nights:
 July 30 and AuGust 27  |  Nature fun 
 with educational speakers and activities for 
 families with young children. Watch for 
 membership emails, Facebook & Instagram to 
 follow with details.

Monarchs and Me for kids 6 to 10 years:
 septeMber 18  |  10 – noon  |  Watch for 
 membership emails, Facebook & Instagram to 
                      follow with details.

                            Fall Harvest Festival 2021 
                                        OCtOber 9 – 10

Calendar

Photo by Mike Tyner


