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Celebrate fall in the Garden
By Kathy Wright

Join us in a celebration of fall at the 2015 Indian 

Summer Festival, Saturday and Sunday, October 10-11 

from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. each day. You’ll recognize many 

aspects from previous years — music, food, vendors, 

children’s activities and reconnecting with friends — 

and there will be exciting additions you’re sure to enjoy.

Lincoln Memorial Garden has a fascinating 

history, and in preparation for the Nature Center’s 50th 

anniversary, historical exhibits will be on display.

Entries in the sixth annual Birdhouse Building 

Contest will be on display and festival goers will be 

able to vote on their favorites for the “Peoples Choice” 

award.  Cash prizes are also offered for  the Best 

Functional Design and Best Whimsical Design as well 

as the same categories in the Children’s Division (12 

and under). Deadline for entries is 4:30 p.m. October 

9, 2015. Information on Contest entry forms and 

contest rules are available at the Garden’s website or by 

calling the Garden, 529-1111.

Sign-up is also currently underway for artists who 

would like to participate in the Art in the Garden event.  

Artists can choose a special spot along the Garden trails 

to demonstrate their creative skills as festival goers 

Good news: LMG receives Brandt Foundation Grant
By Nicky Stratton

The Brandt Foundation has recently awarded 

Lincoln Memorial Garden a $5,000 grant to be used as 

a kick start for something that the Garden desperately 

needs — a new tractor. We have much more to do to 

raise the remainder, but this grant has given us a strong 

base to start from, and we are very grateful. 

Do we need a new tractor? You bet. The Garden 

owns several, including a 26-year-old tractor that is 

beyond help and a 30-year-old tractor that is constantly 

in need of repairs. It takes time, money, duct tape, 

bailing wire, superglue and ingenuity to keep them 

running. It’s a big challenge. To get the necessary 

equipment for our needs is going to cost close to 

$28,000. 

We have our work cut out for us and we’re going 

to need your help. We have some ideas and we would 

love to hear from you.

The Brandt Foundation is a private foundation, 

funded initially by donations from Brandt 

Consolidated, Inc. and Brandt employees. Brandt, a 

leading manufacturer of specialty products for the turf 

and agriculture markets, has also been very generous 

with expertise. They have been helping LMG with the 

constant fight to keep invasive species from taking over 

Jens Jensen’s design. Brandt shares advice on the most 

effective methods to do the job. That’s another good 

reason to say, “Thank you, Brandt.” 
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CELEBRATE FALL — cont’d

watch. Deadline for sign-up 

is September 26. Information 

and sign-up forms are available 

at the Garden’s website or by 

calling the Garden.

Another special art 

opportunity will be available 

to kids, thanks to a project 

coordinated by the Springfield 

Art Association.

Parents of young children 

will appreciate a change in the 

price structure this year, which 

allows free entry for children 5 

and younger. Nonmembers can 

enter free by joining as an LMG 

member at the admission table.

No great festival is complete 

without lively music filling the 

air. Musicians take to the 

stage from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

each day. Saturday’s musical 

artists include Jeff Cordes 

(Folk), Kraig Kenning (Blues) 

and Skibbereen (Celtic). 

On Sunday, Rylie Bourne 

(Country), Ivas John (Folk/

Blues) and The Gordons (Folk) 

command the stage.

Mark your calendar and 

make plans now for a day at 

Indian Summer Festival with 

family and friends. 

Fun for all at 
the 2015 Indian 
Summer Fest
1 Build a fairy house.
2 Snap a family photo.
3 Watch a live wildlife  

demonstration.
4 Listen to great bands.
5 Appreciate some land art.
6 Reconnect with friends.
7 Celebrate fall at the Garden! 
8 Hands-on crafts for children.
9 Watch artists at work  

during Art in the Garden.
10 Grab a bite to eat.
11 Vote for a birdhouse.
12 Shop the vendors.
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Collage photos courtesy of Dick and Helen Adorjan, Virginia Scott, and Mike Tyner.
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Welcome to the newest members of
Lincoln Memorial Garden:

Charles Tomlin
Janet and Duane Wilson

Katharine P. Eastvold
Nancy Neuberger

Karen Hine
Geneva and Vinny Manus

Eric Pigati
Jane Hurshman

Joyce Huber
Sara Oehlert

Cheryl Wiest and Ken Hartke

Nature Center 50th Anniversary Celebration
by Steven Read

Volunteer Naturalist 
Training

Every fall, hundreds of school children visit 

Lincoln Memorial Garden, many for the first 

time. They are eager to get out of the classroom 

and investigate the “real” world. 

We are always in search of eager, new 

volunteers, willing to give of their time to 

help lead fall nature hikes. Volunteers don’t 

need a vast scientific background nor do they 

need to be able to identify every plant in the 

Garden. We only ask that volunteers come with 

a willingness to help open a child’s eyes to the 

importance of the natural world around them.

This year’s Fall Volunteer Naturalist 

Training will take place on Thursday, 

September 10, from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 

the Nature Center. The training will afford both 

new and seasoned naturalists an opportunity 

to familiarize themselves with the Garden’s 

history, trails, flora and fauna as well as tips 

for leading hikes. Lunch will be provided for 

this event. Contact Audra at (217) 529-1111 or 

audra@lincolnmemorialgarden.org to register 

or to get more information. 

Mrs. Arden Andreae (Dottie)
Mrs. Allen Austin
Mr. William Bartlett
Mrs. George Berry
Mrs. Ralph Birket (Val)
Mrs. Robert Bruce
Mr. John Carlander
Mrs. Walter Chapman
Mrs. George Christianson
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cochran
Mrs. John Donelan (Irma)
Mrs. Elva Duncan
Ms. Virginia Eifert 
Mrs. Chester Evans 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Funk 
Mrs. Luke J. Gaule
Mrs. Fed Gartung (Ruth)
Mrs. D. M. Gover (Eleanor)
Mrs. Mary M. Grafmiller
Mrs. Miles (Molly) Gray
Mrs. R. R. Grummon (Evelyn)

We will be honored to celebrate the 

50th Anniversary of the Nature Center with an 

Open House at the Nature Center on Sunday, 

November 1, from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

During the event we will honor and thank the 

current very generous members and friends of 

the Garden — Legacy members, Acorn donors, 

event sponsors, and other dedicated donors 

— as well as remember and honor those who 

made the Nature Center a reality.

While researching the historical archives 

to learn about the process that led up to the 

building of the Garden’s Nature Center, we 

discovered that at a Garden Club meeting 

in May of 1962, Garden founder Harriet 

Knudson announced that there was $13.82 in 

the checking account. Mrs. Charles R. (Myrtle) 

Walgreen — a long time friend and benefactor 

of the Garden — opened up the Walgreen 

Estate, Hazelwood, on the Rock River north 

of Dixon, IL for public tours on May 1 and 2, 

1965 as a fundraiser for the Garden and Nature 

Center. On October 19, 1965, a $50,000 (plus 

$5,000 for furnishings) Nature Center was 

dedicated.  The Nature Center was opened to 

the public on Sunday, October 31, 1965.

What a heritage we have at Lincoln 

Memorial Garden and the Nature Center. What 

courage and perseverance was demonstrated 

by our predecessors. So much hard work and 

time donated by a large group of wonderful, 

dedicated volunteers, most of whom were 

women. 

The names listed below represent many 

of those who provided the time and money to 

make the Nature Center a reality. We know the 

addresses of several of these early participants, 

but ask your help in tracking down the children 

or grandchildren of those deceased. If you know 

any of these members or their families, please 

contact Steven Read at sread@jones-blythe.com, 

or call  (217) 494-1640. If we inadvertently 

omitted any names, please contact us as well so 

we can send them a personal invitation to the 

anniversary celebration. 

Please come out and join us on Sunday, 

November 1. Newspaper articles and pictures 

from 1965 as well as the program from the 

dedication ceremonies will be on display. 

Mrs. Bryant Hadley (Mary)
Mrs. Vaughn Hershey (Jean)
Mr. Raymond Herzer
Mrs. Edwin Hewitt
Mrs. Raymond Hodde (Sue)
Mrs. G William Horsley
Mrs. Frank Houska (Helen)
Mrs. Robert Howard (Eleanor)
Mayor Nelson Howarth
Mrs. W. W. Hupp (Joyce)
Mrs. C. J. Janecek (Bonnie)
Dr. Alfred Kamm
Mr. Carl Kimble
Ms. Jessie Knotts
Mrs. Raymond Knotts
Mrs. T J Knudson                                                                                                           
Mr. Richard Laary
Mrs. Sam Leonard (Mary)
Mrs. W. G. Logan (Marge) 
Mrs. Corwin Mayes
Mrs. Robert McHugh

Mrs. James Miller
Mr. Edward Munyer
Mrs. Robert Myers (Ginny)
Mrs. Stona Powell (Lillian)
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Prager
Mr. Carl Renshaw
Mr. Robert Ring
Mrs. Jeanette Sayre
Mrs. Arch Shaver (Esther)
Mrs. Sam Sibley (Thelma)
Mr. Willis Spaulding
Mrs. J. A. Stocker (Corine)
Mrs. Kitty Stuart
Mrs. Charles Walgreen
Mrs. Mary Webster
Mrs. R. L. Woods (Leone)
Miss Catherine Zeller

Names from 1965 Nature Center building dedication era



Saturday, October 3 — Fall colors
As fall descends upon the Garden, the changing colors are front and center. 

Naturalists will learn the how and why of the process through hands-on 

experiments and up-close investigation.

Saturday, November 7 — Bats
Naturalists will spend time learning about bats, those flying mammals of the 

night. We will explore possible habitat throughout the Garden, and make a craft 

as a reminder of the important role bats play in our environment.

Saturday, December 5 — Animal Tracks
Who was here? We will look for and identify animal tracks along the trails to 

discover what animals call LMG home. We will also make our own tracks and 

play a tracking game.

Don’t panic: 
LMG offers  
leaf-collecting hike

Every year the Garden receives many 

calls from frantic parents and students about 

school leaf projects. We will be offering a leaf-

collecting hike this fall to help students gather 

and identify at least 25 different leaves. The 

hike will take place on Sunday, September 13 

starting at 1:30 p.m. at the Nature Center. 

The cost is $5 per person or free to members. 

A Garden naturalist will be available after the 

hike to answer individual questions. Call the 

Garden  at (217) 529-1111 to reserve a spot. 

4 Autumn ~ 2015

Memorials
These generous gifts help sustain Lincoln 

Memorial Garden for the enjoyment of current 

and future generations:

In memory of Clark and Eileen Bullard, 

memorial donations were received from . . .

v Carol Bullard

v Clark Bullard III

v Gary Bullard

v Marcia Bullard

v Robert Bullard

v Paul and Suzanne Mansolilli

In memory of Ken Sibley, memorial 

donations were received from . . .

v Janet Gingold

v Julie Decker

v Brian Sibley

In memory of Greta June Goveia, memorial 

donations were received from . . .

v Karen Goveia

v Stephen Goveia

v R.A. Goveia

In memory of Jeanette Uebele, a memorial 

donation was received from . . .

v James and Carolyn Graham

In memory of Milo Jo Estill, a memorial 

donation was received from . . .

v Rochester VFW Post 11463

In memory of Jaron C. Wilkin, a memorial 

donation was received from . . .

v UIC Div. of Spec. Care for Children

Fall Junior/Senior Naturalist Program

Fall hikes feature 
migrating birds

Catch a fascinating glimpse of migrating 

birds with our volunteer birding expert 

Kevin Veara. He will again be leading Saturday 

morning bird identification hikes on 

September 19 and 26; and October 3, 10 and 

17. Hikes begin at 

the Nature Center 

at 8 a.m. Hikes are 

free and open to 

birders of all skill 

levels. 

After a fun-filled and active summer of 

Ecology Camps, the Garden staff is ready 

to welcome back our Junior and Senior 

Naturalists. This fall program series will give 

young naturalists an opportunity to explore 

the ever-changing landscape the Garden 

offers. Through hands-on activities, games and 

outdoor investigation, we will discover some of 

the autumnal changes. You may already know 

a lot about the Garden, but you will enjoy 

learning all the new aspects too.

Each session is limited to 25 registrants. 

The cost for the three-session fall series is $40 

for members and $45 for nonmembers. Are you 

unable to attend the entire 3 session series? No 

problem — individual session registration is 

also available at a cost of $15 each for members 

and $18 for nonmembers. Online registration is 

available at the Garden’s website at 

www.lincolnmemorialgarden.org, or find a 

printable registration form on the same site.

Junior Naturalists (ages 5-8 years) meet 

from 9 a.m. to noon for each session. 

Senior Naturalists (ages 9-12 years) meet from  

1–4 p.m. Questions? Contact the Garden 

at 217-529-1111 or email 

audra@lincolnmemorialgarden.org.  

n Indian Summer Festival 
Sponsorships — any amount

n Donations for new tractor —  
any amount

n Donations for Junior/Senior 
Naturalists equipment — any 
amount

Our Wish List

If you can help, send a check for the cost 
of the item, or a portion of the cost, to the

Nature Center at 2301 East Lake Shore Drive, 
Springfield, 62712. You can also place your 

donation in the Nature Center’s donation box. 
Thank You!
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It is with gratitude that we recognize the following donors to Lincoln Memorial Garden programs 

and events during the past few months.

Space for rent
Anyone walking around the Ostermeier 

Prairie may have noticed a large plastic box 

mounted on a 16-foot pole. This latest “real 

estate development” is a barn owl box. Last year 

a Chatham Elementary School fourth-grade 

class learned about the decline of the state 

endangered barn owl and decided that they 

wanted to do something about it.

With the assistance of the school district’s 

NatureKIN Network and funding from “Beyond 

the Walls” grant program, the class was able 

to purchase several barn owl nest boxes. The 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

assisted with site selection, and LMG was one 

of the sites selected. IDNR biologist Bob Bluett 

installed the box in late May and with any luck 

next year we might have a new resident in the 

prairie. 

Annual Fund 2015
v Mary Caroline Mitchell

v Linda Karraker

v Harry and Deborah Berman

v Patrick Foster and Donna Lerch

v Debbie Smith

v Kathleen Glenn

v Kelly and Karen Grant

v Dr. and Mrs. John G. Miller

v Tim Nicoud, Jr.

v Jan and Greg Piland

v Mike and Jennifer Ramm

v Richard Rogal

v Dr. James and Dr. Susan Stegeman

v John and Judith Washburn

Honorariums          
v Joseph and Barbara Bretz, in honor of 

Karen Nachtwey

v Larry and Marion Gregg, in honor of 

Larry’s birthday

v Jane Hartman, in honor of Barbara Hartman

8K Trail Race Sponsorship          
v SIU Foundation   

History Tour donation
v Sharon Andresen

Ecology Camp contributions
v The Sanders Family

v Cathy Slater

v The Missel Family

v The Littrell Family

v The Renken Family

v Amy McEuan

v Angie Satchivi

v Zachary Haag

v Kent McFarland

v Dick Adorjan

v Brenda Larison

v Barb Lieberhoff and IEPA Interns

v Bernie & Betty’s Pizza

Indian Summer Fest 2015 Sponsors
v Jo Alessandrini and Guerry Suggs

v Mrs. Walter F. Brissenden

v Brad Punke

v Jim and Mary Grundel

v Rosemary King

v Christine Carrels

v Grady Chronister

v Robin and Steven Read

v Bill and Barbara Rogers

v Dale Smith

Donation for public address system
v Nicky Stratton

Thanks to our many friends and supporters

We know we get visitors from all over the 

United States, but every once in a while we get 

clues to visitors from abroad. Garden director 

Joel Horwedel displays a Chinese one Yuan 

RMB note from the Donation Box. 

Visitors come from 
all over the world

Photos courtesy of Dick Adorjan
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Calendar
 September 10 Volunteer Naturalist Training — 9:30 a.m. Nature Center

 September 13 Leaf-Collecting Hike — 1:30 p.m. Nature Center

 September 19 Fall Bird Hike — 8 a.m. Nature Center

 September 26 Fall Bird Hike — 8 a.m. Nature Center

 October 3 Fall Bird Hike — 8 a.m. Nature Center

 October 3 Junior Naturalists “Fall Colors” — 9 a.m. Nature Center

 October 3 Senior Naturalists “Fall Colors” — 1 p.m. Nature Center

 October 10 Fall Bird Hike — 8 a.m. Nature Center

 October 10 Indian Summer Festival — 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

 October 11 Indian Summer Festival — 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

 October 17 Fall Bird Hike — 8 a.m. Nature Center

 October 31 Bat Week Event — 12:00 p.m. to 2 p.m. Nature Center

 November 1 50th Anniversary Celebration of the Dedication of the Nature Center — 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

 November 7 Junior Naturalists “Bats” — 9 a.m. Nature Center

 November 7 Senior Naturalists “Bats” — 1 p.m. Nature Center

 November 13 Annual Holiday Market Members Only Preview Sale — 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Split Rail Shop

 November 14 Annual Holiday Market — 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Split Rail Shop: One-stop shopping for holiday gifts and decor.

 November 15 Annual Holiday Market — 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Split Rail Shop: One-stop shopping for holiday gifts and decor.

 December 5 Junior Naturalists “Animal Tracks” — 9 a.m. Nature Center

 December 5 Senior Naturalists “Animal Tracks” — 1 p.m. Nature Center


