
Lincoln Memorial Garden 1

—continued on next page —continued on next page

Summer 2015
Vol. 51   No. 3

In this issue
LMG ground crew tackles

tough cleanup projects

History hikes coming to 
the Garden in June

Welcome new board members

New home for dollhouse

Welcome new members

Looking ahead to the 
Garden’s annual fall festival

Pancake and 
Sausage Breakfast thanks

Nature Center to celebrate 
milestone anniversary

Annual fund donors

Program support appreciated

Memorials

Upcoming events

Visit the Garden!
Hours of Operation:

NATURE CENTER
 10 – 4 — Tuesday – Saturday
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GARDEN
 Garden is open every day
 sunrise to sunset.

P:  217-529-1111

E: joel@lincolnmemorialgarden.org

www.lincolnmemorialgarden.org
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Gardener  ...........................Charles Allen
Gardener  ..............................Terry Frank
Board President ..................Steven Read
Newsletter ...............................................

Dick Adorjan, Helen Adorjan,
Polly Danforth, Theresa Gegen, 

Brenda Larison, Marianne Lawrence, 
Nicky Stratton, & Kathy Andrews Wright

LOOK and SEE
By Larry Miller and Steven Read

Last fall, Larry Miller and the grounds crew cleared 

entangled dead trees and vines, invasives, and numerous 

saplings from the area west of the Nature Center. They 

also cleared a few previously-diseased ash trees (from 

suspected Ash Yellows disease several years ago). As a 

result, in late fall, we discovered that when we looked 

toward the lake, we could actually see the lake, the 

prairie, and Council Ring 3. 

We expected to restore the area with new 

wildflowers this spring. What a pleasant surprise to 

see that so many wildflowers returned so quickly. The 

area of bluebells and white bluebells is now larger, and 

there are nice patches of mayapples, ginger, trout lilies, 

trillium, some phlox, and anemone. The redbud and the 

dogwood have more space to grow and are beautiful. 

The hawthorn was very striking when it bloomed, and 

the canopy had more room to spread out to the south.

What a sight this spring to see all the magnificent 

colors as we looked toward the prairie and lake—a view 

consistent with the original design concept of Lincoln 

Memorial Garden.

Miller and the grounds crew also removed saplings 

and invasives west of Silver Bell Trail, west of the main 

parking lot. While many small saplings were removed, 

several small trees remain. With more room to grow, 

the smaller trees should flourish. Isolated removals were 

also completed in small areas between Shadbush Lane 

and the lake. The Garden will observe and monitor all of 

these areas this year and next spring for the emergence 

of wildflowers. 

New to LMG: History hikes  
coming in June

How Mrs. Knudson’s 
dream flowered into 
Lincoln Memorial Garden

By Kathy Andrews Wright

The history of Lincoln Memorial Garden, or as 

founder Harriet Knudson dubbed it in 1932, “The 

Abraham Lincoln Friendship Garden,” will come to 

life in June with hikes detailing the stories about the 

people and friendships that brought the Garden to life 

as a living monument to Lincoln.

During a leisurely, hour-long stroll, volunteer 

guide Erica Smith will provide insights into how 

people viewed Abraham Lincoln in the 1930s and 

how those early perceptions shaped Lincoln Memorial 

Garden. With gentle humor and anecdotes at 

periodic stops along the trail, Smith will expand your 

perspective of the Garden as she describes the vibrant 

friendships that brought Lincoln Memorial Garden  

to life.

Smith is well versed in storytelling, having served 

as a tour guide for the award-winning Springfield 

Walks for five years and participating in summer 

productions at New Salem’s Theatre in the Park.

To maximize the experience and allow for 

interaction with your guide, each hike will be limited 

to 20 participants. A golf cart and driver will be 

available to assist those with accessibility needs; please 

request in advance if you require these services.
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LOOK AND SEE — cont’d from page 1

HISTORY HIKES — cont’d from page 1

Two Eagle Scout projects were completed last year. The invasives were cleared from Council 

Ring 7 past the Cypress Grove to the lake, and from near Council Ring 6 toward the lake (see before 

and after pictures below). We now have a nice, shade-filtered view from the council rings through the 

trees toward the lake. We are pleased with the wildflowers that have now emerged in this area. 

This new Garden programming will take place four times in June at the following times:

6:30 p.m. on Saturdays, June 13 and June 20

2 p.m. on Sundays, June 14 and 21

Register at www.lincolnmemorialgarden.org. A small fee will be charged ($5 for members; 

$10 for nonmembers). Is your schedule already booked for these four dates and times? Watch for 

upcoming details about additional history hikes to take place in the fall. 

Pancake and Sausage 
Breakfast

Thanks to all of our Pancake and Sausage 

Breakfast volunteers and silent auction donors 

— you helped make this year’s one of our most 

successful events ever! 

Dick and Helen Adorjan
Jack Anderson
Celeste Bailey

Dan Brill
Dale Brooks

Neil Brumleve
Kim Cessna

Paul Countryman
Marilee Cramer

Chris Davis
Mary Anne Elson

Dale and Veronica Fesser
Doug and Susan Flanagan

Joan Gardner
Jim and Mary Grundel

John and Betty Hamilton
Bruce Hays

Susan and Jim Helm
Mike and Donna Holinga
Ron and Beth Horwedel

Wayne Huckabee
Bill Hunt

Nancy Hunter
Lois Jazo

Albert Jefferies
Karen Kirk

Kathie Kojis
David and Cathy Kolaz

Sharon Kwedar
Brenda Larison

Kent Massie
Dick McLane

Mary Ann McLean
Jean Mies

Joe and Marilyn Mueller
Charlene Myers

Karen and Jim Nachtwey
Sally Putnam

Kathryn Ransom
Robin and Steve Read

Jim Reed
Sam Reif

Barbara and Bill Rogers
Tom Skelly
Erica Smith

Mary Ann Smith
Nicky Stratton

Bruce and Lois Strom
Jim Struebing
Todd Stuckey

Jane Treadwell
Dottie Troop
Joan Walters
Tom Wilkin

Lori and Arlin Williams
Kathy and Rick Wright

While only small, isolated areas are currently in the restoration process, we are pleased with 

the results thus far and anxiously await the return of more and more wonderful wildflowers. 

BEFORE

AFTER

Before and After photos by Nicky Stratton
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Lincoln Memorial Garden Mission
The mission of Lincoln Memorial Garden is to honor the memory of 

Abraham Lincoln through re-creation of the native landscape he would 
have known, and to serve as a place to find inspiration in the changing

seasons, learn stewardship of the environment  and explore the 
relationship among plants, wildlife, water, soil, and sunlight in 

an atmosphere of peace and beauty.

Welcome new board members
By Steve Read

The Annual Meeting is always a bittersweet 

time at Lincoln Memorial Garden. We are 

excited about welcoming new board members, 

but we are always a bit sad when board 

members, who have served so well, step down. 

A strong group of individuals is leaving the 

board this year including past president Barbara 

Rogers; Joan Gardener, who was instrumental in 

reviving Art in the Garden with the Springfield 

Art Association; Karen Kirk, our Indian Summer 

Festival chairperson “forever”; and Connie 

Klutnick, Springfield Civic Garden Club (SCGC) 

representative and a wonderful bridge builder 

between LMG and SCGC. While they may not 

be on the board anymore, they will all be called 

upon to share their expertise and talents.

We are so pleased to welcome a very 

outstanding group of new board members.

John Buhnerkempe recently retired from 

the Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

where he served as Chief of the Division 

of Wildlife Resources. He has an affiliate 

appointment as a wildlife researcher with the 

Illinois Natural History Survey. Buhnerkempe 

has served in a variety of positions with the 

Boy Scouts of America and has served as a wing 

shooting instructor.

Max Comstock has worked for Bunn-O-

Matic for 26 years and is currently company 

treasurer. He served in the Army including 

a stint in Vietnam. He is married with three 

children and two grandchildren. Comstock 

enjoys riding and taking trips on his Harley, 

spending time with his family, running, and 

enjoying the outdoors.

Scott Germeraad currently is the corporate 

operations coordinator for Springfield Electric 

Supply Company. He is married with a young 

son and daughter. Germeraad is a member of 

the Young Philanthropists, the United Way 

5K committee, and member of the LEAD 

Conference. He loves the outdoors and nature, 

especially LMG.

Dr. Richard McDaniel served in the Army 

and spent most of his professional career in 

Springfield as an orthodontist. Dr. McDaniel 

is a member and past president of the local 

G.V. Black Dental Society, member and past 

president of Springfield Sunrise Rotary, board 

member of the Illinois Symphony Orchestra, 

a charter member of the Illinois Symphony 

Chorus, and member of the World Affairs 

Council. Dr. McDaniel enjoys photography, 

gardening, fishing, and traveling.

Carol Green retired from SIU School of 

Medicine in 2002. She is the current president 

of the Springfield Civic Garden Club where 

she has been an active member since 2004. 

Green has served and chaired many SCGC 

committees including Ways and Means, Plant 

Sale, and Scholarship. She has created floral 

displays for the Lincoln Visitor Center, Dana 

Thomas House, and National Garden Week. 

She currently chairs the Split Rail Artisans at 

Lincoln Memorial Garden. She has been an 

active member of Beta Sigma Phi Cultural 

and Social Society for 57 years. She is an avid 

reader. 

Welcome to the newest members of
Lincoln Memorial Garden:

Julie E. Boehler

Richard and Deborah Huffman

Lori and Ryan Lopp

Richard D. Nagle

Tom and Carol Pigati

Lydia and Barry Schillinger

Joann Westerberg

Anniversary coming up
By Nicky Stratton

Guess what’s coming up this fall? On 

October 19, 1965, the Lincoln Memorial 

Garden dedicated and opened its Nature 

Center. Do the math—that’s 50 years ago. We 

think we should recognize this auspicious 

occasion. Are you wondering how we are going 

to do that? Well, we are wondering, too. If you 

have any suggestions contact Joel Horwedel, 

Executive Director at (217) 529-1111 or joel@

lincolnmemorialgarden.org.

Watch upcoming Seasons newsletters for 

more information. 

Photo by Dick Adorjan
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Memorials
These generous gifts help sustain Lincoln 

Memorial Garden for the enjoyment of current 

and future generations:

In memory of Lucille Anderson, a memorial 

donation was received from . . .

v Donald and Judith Anderson

In memory of Alan Quam, a memorial 

donation was received from . . .

v Mr. and Mrs. Jim Donnelly

In memory of Donna Gardiner, a memorial 

donation was received from . . .

v Mr. and Mrs. Jim Donnelly

In memory of Leroy Gibson, a memorial 

donation was received from . . .

v Mr. and Mrs. Jim Donnelly

In memory of Ken Sibley, memorial 

donations were received from . . .

v Stephen Covington

v Sharon Giamanco

v Marilyn Hall

v Dave and Sue Hoge

v Ed and Rita Norris

In memory of Rose Marie Moore, a memorial 

donation was received from . . .

v Pamela and Thomas Reiss

In memory of Jeanette Uebele, a memorial 

donation was received from . . .

v Nancy Segatto

In memory of Keith Taylor, memorial 

donations were received from . . .

v Jefferey Bennett

v Kent and Gwen Childs

v Deborah Hagan

v Daniel Hynes

v Stephen and Abigayle Pfeiffer

v Bill and Mona Taylor

v Scott Taylor

v Victoria Vincent

Enjoy the rich 
traditions of the  
Garden’s annual 
fall festival

Mark your calendars now for the 2015 

Indian Summer Festival at Lincoln Memorial 

Garden, October 10 and 11, 2015. Organizers 

are hoping for two days of autumn sunshine for 

this event.

Planning for this year’s festival, considered 

the Garden’s most beloved annual fundraiser, is 

underway.

“This year I am focusing on an increase in 

environmental educational opportunities for 

families, enhancing access to the Festival for all 

visitors, and doing everything I can to continue 

the rich traditions of the Indian Summer 

Festival,” says second-year festival chair Tom 

Wilkin.

The rich Festival traditions that will 

be included again this year are live music, 

wildlife demonstrations, artisan sales and 

demonstrations, food, birdhouse-building 

contests and children’s activities including 

entertainment, fairy houses and pumpkin 

decorating. Artists will again “show their work” 

during the popular Art in the Garden feature.

In addition, Wilkin says the committee is 

planning a new feature: an exhibit featuring 

the history of Lincoln Memorial Garden itself, 

including the events, garden elements, and the 

people whose efforts have made the Garden 

what it is today.

Volunteers are welcome, and participants 

are encouraged to join the birdhouse building 

contest, craft sales, and Art in the Garden. 

To learn more about the festival and its 

opportunities to volunteer and participate, 

contact the Garden at (217) 529-1111.

This year’s Festival will take place 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on both Saturday and 

Sunday, October 10 and 11, just as the autumn 

colors of the Garden are in full glory. Proceeds 

from the Indian Summer Festival support the 

Garden’s educational programs for children 

and adults and help with operating and 

maintenance costs. 

Thank You!

“One of the most delightful 
things about a garden
is the anticipation it  
provides.”  –W.E. Johns

We would like to thank the following individuals who 
have not previously been recognized for their gifts in 
support of special programs and events at Lincoln 
Memorial Garden.

Lunch in Bloom donations
v Donald and Judith Anderson

v Dan and Carolyn Dungan

v David and Laurie Farrell

v Susan and Doug Flanagan

v Lois Jazo

v Ms. Barbara Mehlenbeck

v Sandy and Claudio Pecori

v Robin Scheldberg

v Kathleen Winhold

Lunch in Bloom sponsorships
v Ron and Beth Horwedel

v Steven and Robin Read

v Jo Alessandrini and Guerry Suggs

v Nicoud Insurance

Pancake and Sausage Breakfast 
sponsorships
v Tim and Darla Olmsted

Wish List donations
v James and Kay Caruso

v Joyce Munie

v Rozanne Robertson

Photo by Virginia Scott
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Annual Fund Donors
Annual Fund gifts to Lincoln Memorial 

Garden have a positive impact on nearly every 

aspect of life at the Garden. Thank you to the 

following for their support:

Tom Ala
Edward J. and Barbara Alewelt
Lawrence and Amy Baughman
Harry and Deborah Berman
Ken and Christine Brady
Sylvia Brewer
Everett and Linda Cashatt
Melanie and Don Caspary
Jeff and Sue Cozzens
Cathy Cragoe
Linda Daniels
Christopher Ellis
Ronald L. and Judith N. Eshleman
Sharon L. Fredrickson
R. Kent Fuiten
V. Harold Funk
Edward J. Gardner
Kathleen Glenn
Karen Guger
Carol Gustafson
Barbara Hartman and Jim Melville
Ruth and Dave Hicks
Jean Hoder
Loren Iglarsh and Suzanne Schriar
Mickey Jackson
Linda Karraker
Sharon Kirberg
Margaret Kirschner
Alma Uphoff Liebman
Barbara and Matthew Maddox
John and Mary Nell McCurdy
Richard and Diane Miles
Marlene and Scott Mulford
Marie Murfin
Patrick Nudo
James D. and Charmaine D. Orr
Alice Plutz
Ernest and Ruth Poani
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Poehlman
John and Gail Record
Marion Richter
Bob and Imogene Riegel
Russell and Sharon Ruda
Mary and William Schnirring Jr.
Nancy Sitterly
Chris and Debra Smith
Brad and Carolyn Swanson
Charlene Vollmer
Stanley and Mary Jo Wasser
Nancy Weichert

Ecology Camp
In just a few short weeks Lincoln Memorial 

Garden will be filled with the sounds of excited 

young naturalists: the crunch of woodchips as 

they hike along the trails, “oohs and ahs” of 

seeing a snake beside the lake, animated squeals 

as ‘prey’ run away during a much-loved game 

of Predator/Prey. Campers can look forward 

to favorite activities such as making a camp 

T-shirt, lake water study, and a Friday picnic on 

the prairie; but campers will also discover new 

favorites.

If you are still looking to fill your child’s 

summer schedule, Ecology Camp at LMG is a 

great way for him or her to spend warm summer 

 Session Dates Time Ages

 FULL June 15-19 8:30 – 11:30 a.m.  4, 5, 6

 II June 22-26 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  6, 7, 8

 III July 6-10 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  7, 8, 9

 IV July 13-17 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  8, 9, 10

 V July 20-24 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  9, 10, 11

 FULL July 27-31 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  10, 11, 12

Photo by Audra Walters

days. Registration is available at the Garden’s website www.lincolnmemorialgarden.org.

If you would like more information or have any questions contact Audra at (217) 529-1111 or 

audra@lincolnmemorialgarden.org.

Allison Scott, former camper and current Junior Counselor, used these words to describe why a 

child should come to Ecology Camp, “Nature is so beautiful and being at camp gives you an inside 

look on all of its wonder.” 

New home for dollhouse
By Nicky Stratton

As you can well imagine, the totally 

furnished, two-story, ten-room, hand-built 

dollhouse was one of the most talked about 

items in this year’s silent auction. Very generous 

donors gave the beautiful house and its 

extraordinary collection of miniature furniture 

to Lincoln Memorial Garden for the auction. 

They were hoping that someone would buy it who appreciated its value and its history.

Well, this is one of those stories where everyone came away happy. 

An anonymous donor bought the house and donated it to the Illinois State Museum. The 

Museum staff was delighted to have this valuable acquisition to add to the permanent collection. 

The family was pleased to know that the house has a home where it will be appreciated and 

protected. The Garden benefits from the funds raised through the purchase. It was the perfect 

example of a win-win-win for everyone involved. 



Lincoln Memorial Garden       Nature Center&
A Project of the Garden Clubs of Illinois

2301 East Lake Shore Drive

Springfield, Illinois 62712-8908

Address Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Springfield, IL
Permit No. 618

Monday–Friday Ecology Camp*
     starting June 15 

Saturday, June 13 History Hike: How Mrs. Knudson’s Dream Flowered Into Lincoln Memorial Garden — 6:30 p.m.*

Sunday, June 14 History Hike: How Mrs. Knudson’s Dream Flowered Into Lincoln Memorial Garden — 2:00 p.m.*

Saturday, June 20 History Hike: How Mrs. Knudson’s Dream Flowered Into Lincoln Memorial Garden — 6:30 p.m.*

Sunday, June 21 History Hike: How Mrs. Knudson’s Dream Flowered Into Lincoln Memorial Garden — 2:00 p.m.*

September 12, 19, 26  Monarchs and Me! program — 10 a.m.-noon*

Saturday, October 10  Indian Summer Festival — 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Sunday, October 11  Indian Summer Festival — 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

*Registration required. Call (217) 529-1111 for details.

Calendar


