
A Toad Abode for Your Garden

You can provide a wild-life friendly habitat for butterflies, birds, bees and other 
critters in your backyard garden. A suitable habitat requires water, food, shelter 
and a place for them to raise their young. Amphibians, including toads and frogs 
are in decline, and you can help them by offering them a simple shelter. Scien-
tists believe that invasive species, climate change and pesticide use have con-
tributed to their decline. Your garden toad will repay you for providing shelter by 
reducing slugs and insects harmful to your garden plants. Touching a toad will 
not cause warts, but it’s best not to touch them as toxin on their skin may cause 
irritation.


Be sure to send us a picture of your toad house. If you have picked a name for 
your toad, what will you call it? 

Activity Supplies 
• Flowerpot

• Rocks (1”-2”)

• Paints


Activity Instructions 
1. You can make a toad house 

using a clay pot or a plastic 
pot. Clay pots are preferable 
since they stay cooler in the 
heat of summer.


2. There are two methods you 
can use to set up your pot. 
The first method is to lay the 
pot horizontally on the ground 
and bury the lower half of the pot in the soil. The second method is to turn 
the pot upside down and lift the pot off the ground on a circle of small rocks, 
leaving out a few rocks for the door.


3. Your toad house can be decorated using the paints provided. Locate your 
toad house in a shady place under the large leaves of a plant or a bush. 


4. Be sure the pot is sitting on dirt, as toads like to dig down to cooler soil. Your 
toad may use its house over winter. In the winter toads burrow down a little 
further in the soil to keep warm. A rock on top of the pot will keep it in place.


5. Toads also need water, use the included saucer to provide a water source.  

6. The included glass stones can be used to decorate the area around your 

abode or placed in the bottom of the water saucer.




Essential Questions 
1. What do toads need to have in their habitat? 

2. What do toads eat? (slugs and insects) 

3. Why do toads need a source of water? (Toads need a water to drink and to 

lay their eggs.)


Supporting Information 
National Wildlife Federation www.nwf.org

Illinois Natural History Survey www.inhs.illinois.edu

Illinois Department of Natural Resources www2.illinois.gov 

Outdoor activities to correlate with project 
1. It’s best to pick a location for your toad house that has a source of water 

nearby. You can sink a small dish in the soil near the toad house if no other 
clean water source is available.


2. Check around for any insects flying or crawling nearby that your toad might 
want to eat. Can you identify any of them?


3. Toads are mostly nocturnal and active on warm and humid nights. Try check-
ing around your toad house with a flashlight after the sun goes down to see if 
any toads are nearby.


4. Listen to the recording of an American Toad at the link below. Each call can 
last from 4 to 20 seconds. After sundown see if you can hear any toads that 
might be in your yard.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A6-8pC8o5fw


3-5 Follow up questions 
1. Which can jump the farthest, toads or frogs? Frogs can jump farthest, up to 

14 feet! Toads have shorter and less powerful legs. Toads will hop, rather 
than jump long distances.


2. Toads have 4 toes on their front feet and 5 webbed toes on their back feet. 
Why do you think their toes are webbed on their back feet?


3. Do toads have teeth? (Frogs have small teeth in the roof of their mouth, which 
they use to hang on to their prey. Native toads do not have teeth.)


Additional links and Resources 
http://www.biokids.umich.edu

https://animaldiversity.org


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A6-8pC8o5fw
http://www.biokids.umich.edu
https://animaldiversity.org



