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Save the Date: Pancake & 
Sausage Breakfast Returns
by Melissa Skinner-Liberman

You read correctly, the staff and volunteers at LMG are 

thrilled to bring back the ever-popular Pancake and Sausage 

Breakfast for 2023! We have missed your smiling faces (and 

sticky fingers!), and we hope you will join us this year on 

March 18-19 or March 25-26. 

On the heels of Maple Syrup Time, this annual breakfast 

brings Garden supporters together to enjoy real maple syrup on 

homemade pancakes, hand-turned sausage, and a morning of 

conversation. 

After you have a chance to browse the silent auction items 

(see page 2 to find out how to donate items), a stroll around 

the trails is the perfect accompaniment to a delicious breakfast; 

we provide the most beautiful setting for that trek!  

Tickets for the annual event will be $10 for adults, $5 for 

children, 12 and under, and free for kiddos, 3 and under. Reservations may be made at www.lincolnmemorial 

garden.org. We appreciate your continued support of events that bolster the mission of the Garden. 

Telling the Garden Story through Photography
6th Annual “Images of Lincoln Memorial Garden” 
Photo Contest
by Kathy Andrews Wright

Lincoln Memorial Garden is popular throughout the year, a fact evident when viewing the images submitted 

as part of our sixth annual photography contest, “Images of Lincoln Memorial Garden.” The nearly 250 images 

submitted by 41 photographers allowed visitors to share a moment in time at Lincoln Memorial Garden. The 

snapshots of the Garden revealed walks along snow-covered paths and trailside spring wildflowers. The visual 



Director’s Message
by Joel Horwedel

First off, let me start by apologizing for missing our Winter 

“Seasons”. We had to find a new printer, so we decided to do a 

double issue!

Last October, almost 4,000 people attended our annual Fall 

Harvest Festival. We added several new activities this year, and a 

good time was had by all! This would not be possible without 

support from our wonderful sponsors whose generous donations allow us to put on this 

event. Please see our sponsor list on page 11. Also, a huge thanks to all of our volunteers 

who worked countless hours to make this event a success. Thank you! Special thanks to 

Tom and Cyndee Wilkin for the many hours they spent on preparation, as well as providing 

decorations for the event. Special thanks also to Barbara Rogers, Ruth Nonneman, and 

all of the fairy house collection crew, for weeks of work collecting fairy house material. 

Special thanks to Fannie Patheal for coordinating and supervising our scarecrow building 

station. Special thanks to the Springfield Civic Garden Club members for their donations 

to the Festival and to all of their members who worked the tent. Special thanks to Karen 

Rogers for all her work securing vendors. Special thanks to Kathy Andrews Wright for her 

dedication and work on the photo contest. And special thanks to the LMG Grounds Crew 

for their setup and tear down efforts! It takes a small village of volunteers for this event, 

and we have some truly amazing and dedicated people!

If you made it out to the Garden during the holiday season, you might have noticed 

the photo opportunities that we prepared this year. A huge thanks to Tom and Cyndee 

Wilkin for their creative inspiration and hard work! 

Last December, the Garden bid farewell to the Ostermeier Farm House. After many 

years of discussion, the board decided that the cost of maintaining the house did not fit its 

mission. The house was offered for sale for $1 if anyone wanted to move it; however, no 

one came forward. A new maintenance facility is in the works for the spot where the house 

formerly stood.

This coming year, we are excited to start construction on our Children’s Woodland 

Garden, and we are looking forward to other exciting projects to come. I hope to see you 

out in the Garden this year! 
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Lincoln Memorial Garden Mission
The mission of Lincoln Memorial Garden is to honor the memory of 

Abraham Lincoln through re-creation of the native landscape he would 
have known, and to serve as a place to find inspiration in the changing

seasons, learn stewardship of the environment,  and explore the
relationship among plants, wildlife, water, soil,  and sunlight

in an atmosphere of peace and beauty.

What makes our Silent Auction so 

popular is the wide variety of valuable, 

interesting, collectible, beautiful, and even 

edible objects that are available for bidding 

each year. We are seeking donated items—

large or small, gently used or brand new—

upscale products in particular.

Suggestions to inspire you:
n Tickets to an athletic event or concert
n Vacation condo for a week
n Personal catered dinner party or baked treats
n	 Certificates:	restaurant,	salon,	or	round	of	golf	
n High end jewelry, antiques, or artwork
n Consulting services
n A nice lawn tractor or snow blower
n A creative themed gift basket (or you provide items 

and we will put it together in a nice basket)

If you have an item you want to donate, 

please bring it to the Garden by March 4. 

If it is too big or heavy for you to transport, 

just give Joel a call (217) 529-1111 to arrange 

a pickup. 

YOUR Awesome 
Silent Auction 

DONATIONS!



Looking Ahead to Ecology Camp
We may be gritting our teeth through winter, but Lincoln Memorial Garden is thinking about 

summer! If you have kids who love nature, mark your calendars for the 2023 sessions of Ecology 

Camp. Online registration will open in March, with members invited to enroll their children 

starting on March 17, and nonmember applications accepted starting on March 20. 

 Session dates time ages

	 1	 June	5	–	9	 8:30	a.m.–3:30	p.m.		 6,	7,	8

	 2	 June	12	–	16	 8:30	a.m.–3:30	p.m.		 6,	7,	8

	 3	a.m.*	 June	20	–	23	 8:30–11:30	a.m.		 4,	5,	6

	 3	p.m.*	 June	20	–	23	 12:30	p.m.–3:30	p.m.		 4,	5,	6

	 4	 June	26	–	30	 8:30	a.m.–3:30	p.m.		 8,	9,	10

	 5	 July	10	–	14	 8:30	a.m.–3:30	p.m.		 9,	10,	11

	 6	 July	17	–	21	 8:30	a.m.–3:30	p.m.		 10,	11,	12 

	 7	 July	24	–	28	 8:30	a.m.–3:30	p.m.		 12	–	15
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Samantha Reif is a professor of Geology at 

Lincoln Land Community College. She holds an 

M.S. in Geology from Michigan Technological 

University and a B.S. in Environmental 

Geology and Geohydrology from the University 

of Wyoming. Her research has focused on 

mitigating volcanic disasters using satellite 

imagery.  

Teaching is Samantha’s passion. She loves 

her time in the classroom, but she also shares 

her love of learning by serving as a docent at the 

Illinois State Museum, teaching a unit for the  

U of I Extension’s Master Naturalist program, 

and of course, leading hikes at LMG.  

Her first experience at the Garden was at a 

Fall Harvest Festival where she brought students 

to volunteer, and she fell in love. Over the years, 

she has been a regular hostess at the Nature 

Center, helped with camp and Jr. Naturalists, 

led hikes, worked the grounds crew, and helped 

with special events. She is excited to start this 

new phase by encouraging a new generation to 

fall in love with the Garden.  

Welcome Our New 
Board Member

It’s Maple Syrup Time!
by Ann Londrigan

Tapping maple trees for sap to make syrup 

is a practice dating back hundreds of years to 

the earliest inhabitants of North America.  

A natural source of sweetener, it harkens back to 

a time when slow food was a way of life.

You can experience the tradition for yourself 

in the sugar maple groves of the Garden. 

Mark your calendar for Maple Syrup Time 

demonstrations held at 1 and 2:30 p.m. on 

weekends in February and early March (Feb. 25 

and 26, and March 4,5,11 and 12). Check the 

weather beforehand, and dress accordingly for 

trekking through the Garden to find the taps. 

Photos by Kathy Andrews Wright

*Session 3 a.m./p.m. meets Tuesday – Friday.
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PHOTO CONTEST — cont’d from page 1

—continued on next page

stories also revealed a spotted newborn fawn 

in the woodland and the colorful explosion 

of foliage as the trees began their winter 

dormancy. 

The judges for the 2022 contest were 

Chris Young, Director of the Office of Resource 

Conservation with the Illinois Department of 

Natural Resources; Dannyl Dodder, Registrar 

of Art/Photographer at the Illinois State 

Museum; and Tom Handy, a retiree from a 

career in Visual Communication at Southern 

Illinois University School of Medicine. The 

judges identified eight winning entries in four 

categories (Creatures, Botanicals, Landscapes, 

and Celebrating Life at Lincoln Memorial 

Garden) and two age groups (15 and under and 

16 and older). 

“It was interesting to see how different 

photos struck a chord with myself and the 

other judges,” said Handy. “Ultimately, the 

tough decisions were decided when the 

photographer’s perspective captured the essence 

of the Garden.”

“I enjoyed experiencing the Garden through 

the many unique lenses of the photographers,” 

Dodder noted. “I congratulate all the winners 

and encourage you to keep exploring!”

Chris Young enjoys the opportunity to 

judge the Lincoln Memorial Garden photo 

contest and see all the ways people enjoy the 

beauty of the Garden. 

“It is impressive to see the high level of 

work that is being done by photographers of all 

ages,” Young said.

Visitors to the 2022 Fall Harvest Festival 

were asked to vote on the eight first-place 

winners, with the winner to earn the title of 

“People’s Choice.” Taking home this award 

was Anne Scrivner, who photographed “House 

Wren’s Breakfast,” a stunning image of a house 

wren posing on a branch with an insect in its 

bill. 

You never know when a once-in-a-

lifetime photo opportunity will present itself, 

so keep your camera at hand as you enjoy 

the Garden’s trails, programs and activities. 

Information on the 2023 contest will be posted 

on the Garden’s Facebook page and at www.

lincolnmemorialgarden.org in July 2023. 
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FIRST PLACE
YOUTH

1 Botanicals  George Rother “Trail Mushrooms”

2 Creatures Jaxon Holdman “Bridge”

3 Landscape Jayla McMurray “Sunset over Lake Springfield”

4 LMG Jaxon Holdman “Nana Birdwatching”

ADULT

5 Botanicals Reinee Hildebrandt “Pink Dogwood Flowers” 

6 Creatures Anne Scrivner “House Wren’s Breakfast” PEOPLE’S 
  CHOICE Winner!
7 Landscape Cindy Harris “Leafless Tree Mirror Image”

8 LMG Traci Raper “Improved Aim”

HONORABLE MENTION
YOUTH

9 Botanicals Emme Synder “Mayapples”

10 Creatures Shal Shen “Spider on Web”

11  Alice Liberman “Fawn Friend”

12 Landscape Shal Shen “Garden Bridge”

ADULT

13 Botanicals Reinee Hildebrant “Dewy Oxeye Daisy”

14  Anne Scrivner “Shadow”

15 Creatures Kevin Coakley “Mallard Hen in Tree Cavity”

16  Kevin Coakley “Great Egret Fishing”

17 Landscape Amanda Castleman “LMG After a Spring Rain”

18  Lindsey Batten “Winter Lake Landscape”

19 LMG Abigail Rouse “Tea Party”
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“Ultimately, the tough decisions were 
decided when the photographer’s perspective 

captured the essence of the Garden.”  
— Tom Handy, contest judge
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